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The Twelve Metre Class played a significant
role in the development of yachting in the
20th century.

Large graceful yachts, with good racing
speed and manned by large numbers of
crew, they were designed by some of the
world’s greats: Johan Anker, William Fife,
Alfred Mylne, Charles Nicholson, Olin
Stephens: it was inevitable that they would
make their mark in history.

Moreover, in her second life after the
World War 11, she has been the protagonist
of the America's Cup from 1958 to 1987:

a important part of the yachting history,

a perfect training for the most renowned
designers of the period and for the test of
some of the most advanced and innovative
materials and technical solutions.

And here, at last, is the long awaited
definitive book of this spectacular Class
which its followers have been looking for.

It brings to life the history of this very
special Class, focusing on its designers,
owners, skippers and crews, and telling the
story of how the class was conceived, its
development, and its influence on the
evolution of yacht design.

Ilustrated with historic and contemporary
photographs and original lines plans of the
boats, it also includes a complete register
of every Twelve Metre ever built, giving
details of designer, builder, first and
following owners, current home port and
sail number.

This beautiful tribute is a complete history
of the Twelve Metre Class ever completed
of which a remarkable number of the early
designs have survived.



Luigi Lang is Italian and comes from an
Italian family that has always been
passionate about the sea and yachting.
One of the founders of the ALVEE.
(Associazione Italiana Vele d'Epoca),

and its' Executive Secretary for more than
twenty years, he has been also an active
member of the C.LM. (Comité International
de la Méditerranée) and he has played an
important role in the great racing seasons
of classic yachting in the Mediterranean
and in the implementation in the rating
rules for classic and vintage yachting.

He has studied the history of the Twelve
Metre Class for many years and has
compiled a huge treasury of information
about the evolution of the Class.

Together with Dyer Jones, Lang is the
author of the first fundamental text on the
International 12 Metre Class. He has also
written the volume Grandi Yacht a vela dal
1880 al 1930 and is the co-author of several
monographs and related studies.

William H. Dyer Jones is American and
has been the President of the International
Twelve Metre Association until 2006 and
at present he is deeply involved in the
America’s Cup organizing body.

His involverment with the Twelve Metre
Class started in 1967, while racing on a
Twelve Metre yacht during the defender
trials in Newport, Rhode Island.

During the unforgettable 1983 match
between Liberty and Australia II he was
chairman of the Race Committee, and in
1991 and 1992 was Commodore of the New
York Yacht Club. He has been involved in
the preservation and restoration of several
classic yachts.

Dyer Jones leaves in Newport, Rhode
Island, and enjoys sailing with his family
and friends on a beautiful 1936 Herreshoff
“S" Boat.

Jan Slee is American, a lifetime sailor and
12 Metre enthusiast, got involved in the 12
Metre Class when he moved to Newport in
1998. He is presently the 12 Metre Class
President and Registrar and with his family
owns 12 Metre Enterprise US 27.

Mr. Slee continues to be involved with

12 Metre events around the World.
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